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‘BY ‘PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF. 


was delivered by President Wilford Woodraff, at 
the Davis Stake Conference, in Farmington, September 7, 1895: | 
Ho little we knew when we were born; how little we knew when we 
were boys and girls; and when weasrived’ to manhood and the Spirit of 
God led us to have faith in the revelations of God, and not to join the 
seétarian world, still how little we knew what lay before us and the pur- 
poses of God concerning us. I can beat testimony to the truth of the 
discourse we listened to this forenoon. We live in a very important day 
and generation. We live in the midst of important works of God, and we 
little knew in early youth and manhood that we ourselves had been pre- 
served in the spirit world for seven thousand years, to stand in the flesh 
in the last days, to be called of God to labor in His vineyard and to build 
up His Church. ‘Nevertheless these are truths. The Lord has never set 
His hand in any age of the world to perform a work unless He has pre- 
pared an element to carry out that work. That is our condition as Latter- 
day Saints. In my youth I attended Sabbath school under Dr. Porter, a 
great minister; but the very moment I began to read the Scriptures and 
learn what was in them, that very moment there was a spirit told me that 
that Church and Gospel that I read of in the New Testament were not on 
the earth. I never heard @ minister acknowledge the necessity of the 
works that followed the teachings of the Savior and His Apostles. No- 
thing would make them angry-quicker than to tell them that these were 
the works of God and would be again established on the earth. The clergy 
would be immediately stirred up if they heard of any one advocating these 
things a thing which 1 frequently did in my early manhood. I felt that 
I could not join any church unless I could find one that taught those 
e in the New Testament—s church n 


é 
— 
‘ * — 
- 
* 
* 
: 


not be fit to lead this Church one day without the revelations of God. 1 
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the same gifts and blessings that the Savior and His Apostles possessed. 
That was not alone my condition, but it was the condition of many men 
who lived in those days. As I have said, God had an element prepared, 
who had been ordained of Him to stand in the flesh in the commencement 
of His Church on the earth in this dispensation, and this element the Lord 
has gathered together i in order to build up Zion, to warn the world, and to 
prepare for the coming of the Son of Man. Brother George Q. Cannon 
spoke this forenoon on the subject of revelation. When the Church 7 
organized nobody professed to have revelation; it was not ‘believ ed 5 
They had the Bible, and they did not want any more ‘revelation. Bat 1 
will say to ye men of Israel, the Lord never had a church in any age of 
the world that He did not give revelation to, and never will have. This 
Church could not live twenty-four hours without revelation. It belc 
to the Priesthood and to the Gospel of Christ. eo 
Brother Cannon spoke about the temptation of the ‘evi one. bene 
never was a people on the earth whom the devil was more anxious to 
tempt and to destroy than those who bear the Holy Pri d. H any- 
body supposes that the First Presidency and the Apostles — leading 


men of Israel are not tempted, they are mistaken. If Jesus Christ was 


tempted of the devil for forty days and nights, do you suppose he would 
pass by these apostles and prophets! We are all of us tempted and tried 
— by day. There is no people that the arch enemy, Lucifer, is more at 
war against than these Latter-day Saints dwelling in the valleys of the 
mountains. We all have to fight against this power, and shall have to 
until He comes whose right it is to reign, with the keys of death and hell, 
and binds Satan and sets a seal upon him. In my reflections sometimes I 
feel that the Latter-day Saints do not comprehend our position, and the 
danger we are in through being oontinually tempted and tried; for there 
is a power constantly laboring with us to draw us away from our duties 
and from the commandments of the Lord. The God of heaven holds me 
responsible as the President of this Chureh, holding the keys of the Gospel: 
of Christ, while I dwell in the flesh. Can I live without revelation? Can 
my counselors and these Apostles live without revelation? They: would. 


am somewhat acquainted with the Lord; I am somewhat acquainted with: 
His ways and with His Spirit; and I mi that God Himself, His Son Jesus 
Christ, and all the powers of the eternal and everlasting Priesthood are exer - 
cised over carrying out the great purposes of God upon the earth. These. 
revelations in the Bible, the Book of Mormon, and the Book of Doctrine: 
and Covenants have got to be fulfilled, and without ve yield ourselves as. 
Elders of Israel to this work we do not magnify our calling before the 
Lord. We have revealed to us in the Bible the promises that were made. 
to Joseph, who was separated from his brethren, and to Ephraim aud 
Manasseh. Their blessings were to prevail to the utmost bounds - of the 
everlasting hills. We to-day are in that very country. We have been led 
here by the power of God, and that, too, by men who were governed and 
controlled by revelation. Now, if there is anything on earth the devil 
wanta, it is to hedge up 8 
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purposes of God as revealed unto us. Will we doit? Tes, we will do it. 
Why Because: the Lord's word will always be fulfilled. All that has 
been said: with ‘regard to gathering the people to Zion and what was to 
transpire in Zion has been fulfilled so far, and not one word will fail. I 
want the Latter-day Saints to understand this. You are here upon a 
mission, So am I. So was Joseph Smith. Every one that has been born 
into this Church had the privilege of coming here and receiving the bless- 
ings ot this Church and of the temples of our God. If we do not Teceive 
them, it is our fault, and not the Lord's. 

I have been strongly exercised in my mind in looking at the signs of the 
times and what is taking place in the earth. I think of what the Sa vior 
said to the Pharisees: Te can discern the face of the sky; but can 7e 
not discern the signs of the times? So I feel to say to the Latter-day 
Saints, Can we not discern the signs of the times? When I look at the 
wickedness of men and the terrible power the devil has among the children 
of men I feel as though it should stir us up to righteousness and to the work 
of the Lord. I have referred to the fact that I was twenty years of age 
before there was a murder committed in the New England States. A 
man killed his wife in New Haven, Connecticut, and it shocked all New 
England. Old men and women and young men and maidens wept over 
the idea of a murder being committed in the New England States. How 
is it to-day? It takes columns of every newspaper published to record the 
murders and suicides that are committed each twenty four hours. People 
are killing themselves to pay their debts, or for some other reason. And 
this is increasing all the time. Now, my brethren and sisters, this terrible 
rush to death that is in the world means something. What is the meaning 
of it all? Why, the Lord said to Joseph Smith sixty-three years ago: 


Behold verily I say unto ou, the angels are cryin unto the Lord da 
elde; night, who are ready aad waiting to be sent forth to reap down oA 


But. the Lord saith unto them, lack, not up the tares while the blade 
33 yet tender, (tor verily your faith is weak, ) lest vou destroy the wheat 


Therefore let the wheat and tares hgh ee together till the harvest is full 
pa then ye shall first gather out heat from among the tares, 
the. 5 25 of the wheat, behold and lo! the tares are sand in 
bundles, and the field — to be burned. 


Do the comprehend this? Think of great 
that are taking place in the world; of this dreadful loss of life, and also 
of virtue; of the terrible cyclones, ‘laying. waste whole cities; fires devas- 
tating towns and villages; earthquakes, storms, and judgments of every 
kind. What is the meaning of all this? Why, these messengers that 
have been waiting inſheaven for a long time, holding in their hands the 
sharp sickles, have gone forth in the earth and made a beginning, and 
they never will cease until this scene is wound up. If you want to know 
what is coming to pass in the earth; read the revelations of St. John as 
well as those in the Book of Mormce and Book of Doctrine and Coven- 
ants, © Satan is busy. 3He knows that his * be curtailed unless 
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time to try and draw away the sons and daughters of Zion from the path 
of rectitude and duty. Whenever half a dozen Elders gather together to 


Now, the world is terribly afraid that the Presidency of this Oburch shall 


say something to somebody about politics; and even some of the Elders 
of Israel appear very much afraid that they will get some eounsel on these 
things. What are they thinking about? Politics should ‘never turn the 


heart of any man bearing the Holy Priesthood from his brethren or from 


the cause of God. Let him enjoy his politics, and vote for whom he 


chooses; but let all men stop.throwing this filth and alime and ‘pursuing 


e course wherein God Himself and the angels are ashamed of them. Is 


makes no difference to me what a mans politics is; he has a right to enjoy 
his own, political ideas; but let this people realise that they are. Latter- 


| day Saints and are held responsible before God for the course théy! parsue. 


We should look at these things as they are. We hold. in our bands the 


beys of the kingdom, and God will hold us responsible for the uss ve make 


of this power which He has entrusted to us. If ve do our duty, we aball 


prevail. We have revelation with us. True, the leaders of this G@hurch 


since the death of the Prophet Joseph Smith have not written many vevel- 
ations. Joseph Smith brought forth the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, 
and itis a grand volume of revelation—one of the most. glorious: records 
ever given of God to man on the earth. But 1 want to say that Brother 
Brigham Young did not live without revelation. .He always had revel- 


ation with him. He could not labor without it; he could not preach or do 
the will of God without it. Nor can any man that occupies that pouition. 


The Lord would. permit no man to stand at the head of this Church 


he was governed and controlled by revelation. We are feeble i instruments 


weak worms of the dust; but God has chosen the weak things of the 


earth to confound the wise, and to build up His Zzon, and He gives us 
revelation and makes known unto us His mind and will. We have a great 
labor upon us at the present time in carrying out the purposes of the Lord 


with regard to His work among the sons and daughters of Adam: I rejeice 


that I have lived to see what I have seen. I rejoice that I came: to these 
valleys with President Young. We found a barren desert. What did the 
Spirit of God say to him! He was urged not to stop here, but go dn to Culi- 
fornia. “No,” said Brother Young, I am going to stay right here. Im 


going to build a city here; I am going to build a temple here; I an going 
to build a country here.” What did he say that by?: By the power of revel- 


ation, and he fulfilled it all. He performed a great work. He laid the 


foundations of this great and glorious temple here, and we have lived to 


dedicate it unto God. We have power to-day to go into four temples 
and attend to the ordinances of the house of God for the living and for the 
dead. Yes, we are opening the prison doors in the spirit world to thou- 
Thus we ant eevitre spon 
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who were:drowned in the days of Noah were shut up in prison for a long 
time, and Ohrist, while his body lay in the tomb, went and preached to 
these spirits in prison, that they might live according to God in the spirit 
and: be judged according to men in the flesh. So Joseph Smith and Hyrum 
Smith, Patten, and others, who have laid down their lives for the 
Gospels sake, have gone to the spirits in prison and labored there; and 
you and I are called upon to attend to the duty of the redemption of our 
dead while we dwell here in the flesh: This is our work. 5 

I feel thankful for the blessings: we as a people enjoy. eee 
ve shall be humble. We want to remember our prayers. There should be 

a great deal of praying in Israel; not public prayers alone, but every man 
should go into his closet and there call upon God and ask Him to sustain 
Zion, sustain the Presidency of the Church, and the Twelve Apostles, with 
all men who bear the Holy Priesthood in the earth. Upon the shoulders 
of these men devolves the duty to go forth and warn this generation of the 
judgments which are to come. Yet our numbers are few, compared with 
the fourteen: hundred millions of people that dwell in the flesh. There- 
fore, do not be afraid of getting counsel from the presiding authorities in 
the Church: They will not counsel you wrong. They know better than 
to do that. They are anxious for this people to be united. We have 
received the ordinances of the house of God and have entered into oove- 
nant to build up Zion, and that is what we should live for. For I tell vou, 
the Gud of heaven requires this at our — The devil has no power to 
overthrow the purposes of God. and he cannot 
go beyond what the Lord permits. - | 

Brethren and sisters, this is the Kighteen 
years have passed away from the time the Apostles of Christ were put to 
death and the Priesthood was taken home to God, and remained there 
until He gave it to Joseph Smith, who was raised up to stand at the head 
of this dispensation, Jesus said to Joseph Smith and those first Elders: 

For thou art called to proms. my ne with a mighty pruning, yea, 
even for the last time. 

They were eee ee go out and 8 world and to preach the 
Gospel: so that their garments might be clean of the blood of all men. 
This is our calling I wish we were better than we are, and that we. had | 
more of 8 disposi penton to do what the Tord regres of us, But we are 
poor, Wenk men. Tet there are those among us that would go 0 death 
rather than break these cOmmandments of God which Brother Cannon 
referred to. And well they might. It pays no man to zin. There is no 
salvation or glory in it; but there is sorrow in it. If you deoupied the 
position what I do, you ‘would be where some of the sorrow is manifest. 
We hear occasionally of men going astray and witness the sorrow that 
comes upon them when their eyes are opened to understand their condi- 
tion. They would give everything they. possess on earth if it had not 
happened; but the day is past and they have to suffer for it. I am anxious 
myself that all the Latter-day Saints will try to keep the faith while they 
live upon the earth. Our lives are short here, even if we live to be on⁰ẽjʒ, 
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are there whom we have redeemed, and we certainly do not want to pur- 
sue a course whereby we will forfeit the honor belonging to us donnected 
_ with their salvation. It does not pay for any man to lose his faith in 
God, or to dishonor the Priesthood which he holds; but we should pursue 
such a course that when we get through we will be satisfied with our lives. 
We are in the midst of a world of sin and temptation. » It is a constant 
warfare with us. It was with the Savior. He was tempted all through 
His life, and He is an example for us. Certainly we have never passed 
through more than the Savior did, nor as much. But He through all His 
life remained true and faithful to His Father and to His calling as the 
Savior of the world. He prayed a great deal, snd He mourned before the 
Lord over the sins of the world. To-day He is in our midst. He ia our 
Advocate with the Father. He is ang His'will-doall chat 
He can for our salvation. 

We have everything to encourage us. When hu think ot eternal life. 
when you think of the heavenly hosts; when you think of those that‘have 
gone before us, awaiting the final resurrection of the dead and the coming 
of the Son of Man to wind up the scene and enter into His glory, what is 
there that can tempt any man to depart from the Gospel of Christ? ‘There 
Sorse:then fora mar: yield: sim ‘has 
the Gospel. We should labor against ain and temptation. 9 27 

I believe this is all I want to say to you. I am glad tobe wich vou. 
I do not attend meetings a great deal. But I am at my desk very day in 
the week about 9 O lock except Saturday, and when the end of the week 
comes I am weary in body, and need rest. I always enjoy myself however, 
among the Latter-day Saints in their conferences when I do attend I 
have traveled many years in this Church. Many of our fathers; brothers, 
and sisters have passed off. We are left; but we shall soon follow them. 
I pray God that He will give us power as His servants and Saints to 


entre. Then suddenly there comes a lull; the sky.is clear above; aud all arbund are 
lowering clouds and combating elements, But in a few moments the impetus ofthe ship 
drifts into another side of the cyclone, and it is again in the midst of the raging storm, 
The little calm area is known as the eye of the storm,” and sailors avoid it on overy 
possible occasion, as the sudden transition from the calm to the tempést is even more 
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The Italian army in a heavy defeat by the native forces. . ‘in 
atteck was nde om the evening of February 29, but the defending army was too strong 


Italian army had—were also cee While Bie. not definitely — the report is 
correct, the worst is feared. The greatest excitement prevails in Rome, and it has been 


the Worth China Herald gives an accouat indusiey 
carried on in China. It is the manufacture of cheat money,” to be buried 
with corpses. From time immemorial it has been the pious custom of the Chinese to 
bury. with their departed friends a considerable sum of money, that they might not find 


themselves. paupers in the other world. This custom they have found rather costly, aud 


| R opinion of the ehrewdness of spiritual shopkeepers they have taken 


b very cheap counterfeit of the Mexican dollar to pass off in the other 
d. Le ie bit ef pasteboard with tinfoil surfaces stamped with a die. A 
hundred of these dollars in a box retails for 34 cash. | 


of ‘Cuba ‘ought to be granted belligerent rights, and authorized President Cleveland to 
uns his‘influence to effect a pencefil'settlement of the war on that island. As a result 
the populace of Spain became very much worked up, and showed marked indications of | 
disapproval: The building of the American minister at Madrid was surrounded and shouts 
ol Don with the United States”. etc., were freely indulged in. The windows of the 
-Consul’s building at Barcelona were broken by the mob, and the Spanish 
Pepa Nad work to prevent further trouble. That the Spanish government is not 
pa with these movements of the peo ple was shown by a prompt disavowal of 
a er to pay for all the damage done. The 
ministers ‘of both countries seem to think that there will be no serious trouble between 
them, though the fighting strength of each is freely discussed. What effect the resolution 
mentioned will have on the Cuban insurrection is not known; the insurgents claim that 

N i send reinforcements to the island, and nnn 


great consternation among among the inhabitants. The first warning of the explosion was a 


flash’ which laminated the sky, which was almost immediately followed by a tremendous 
report, the vibrations from which shattered hundreds of windows. The aerolite was 
apoormpanied by a great white cloud; and simultanevus with the explosion there was a 


_ trembling of the earth resembling the sensation produced by an earthquake. When the 


r the superstitious the visit of the derolite is 
been — The people in the suburbs of Madrid were also 
the explosion. The operatives in the factories, the children in the 
x es and others in the markets rushed. into the streets in a wild 
», belie at the world was about to be destroyed. Many of them threw 
themselves prone upon the ground and commended their souls to God, while others in a 
freniy Of terror rashed hitler and ‘thither crying upon the Virgin and saints to save them. 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 5, , 1008. 


A NEW MOVEMENT. 


For e wt the newspapers have been devoting considerable sof heir 
space to reports of the condition of the Salvation Army in America. ‘It 
seems that there has been some disagreement between Mr. Ballington 
Booth and wife on the one side, and some of the officers of the Army on 
the other, in relation to the methods pursued in America to gain converts. 
The relations have become strained to such a tension that Mr. Booth and 
wife have resigned their positions. They are said to be very popular, not 
only with their own church members, but with all elasses of people in the 
United States, and the feeling against their resigning was at one time so 
strong that it was thought nearly all the Army would have followed them 
in declaring their independence of the parent organization in Englat 
and establishing one of their own. One officer made the remark. ‘that 
“Every man, woman, boy, and girl in the Army love Commander Booth 
and Mrs, Booth. They are honest and true, and we are devoted to them. 
organization we will all stand by them.” 2 
Later reports say that no more could be done than to cause a serious 
division in the ranks of the Army in America. Mr. Booth has withdr wn 
and the question of his starting out anew is being freely discussed. It is 
thought that if he forms a new organization its nature and work will be 
different from the old one. A different uniform will be worn, and a highe 
stratum of society will be sought out. bees 
_ To those who have never thought of the N ‘of 8 e 
the above may not seem extraordinary. And we are not disposed to ques- 
tion the right of Mr. Booth or any other man to start a church organisa- 
tion, 80 far as the laws of the land are concerned; for it is a fundamental 
principle of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints that all men 
should be allowed freely to worship. “how, where, or what. they may 1 
authority than does his son now. This same remark can be applied to 
every one of the Protestant denominations; their founders saw that the 
Church had fallen away from its primitive form, and attempted on their 
own responsibility to re-establish it, but this is something bch a ered be a 
done short of a new revelation from God. 
The army, or church, or whatever term may be applied to the organize- | 


tion which Mr. Ballington Booth proposes to effect in the United States, 
will be on the same plane as all the other man-made systems of religion. 
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He does not question the authority ol his father nor say that the Salvation 
Army has gone astray, it is simply a quarrel between him and some other 
parties that has caused the trouble, and because things do not go as he 
would like them, he says he will have an organization of his own. Should 
he establish one he will very likely call and commission officers to act in it 
and will pretend to give them the right to act in the name of Christ, 
what he proposes. 

fax: ‘new: ‘Army will 
quarrel and one or two of them will draw off and commence a church. 
This would be no more wrong or inconsistent than what is liable to be 
done soon, or in fact than what’ was done when the Elder Mr. Booth 
originated the Salvation Army. He became dissatisfied with the Metho- 
dista,-and left them; Mr. Wesley was not pleased with some of the doings — 
of the Ohurch of England and hence his movement; the Church of 
England claimed that the Catholic: Church had been in idolatry the most 
sbominable for eight hundred years and more, and therefore it was estab- 
lished. This is the history of all the many secte—they have been com- 
menced in the dissatisfaction of some one who has seen that things were 
not as they should be; We do not question the honesty of the reformers; 
every one of them, no doubt, had a desire to make things better, and this 
may be theicase to the end of time. But no matter how honest and ein- 
cere and upright a man may be, that does not empower him to institute a 
church and perform ordinances in the name of Jesus Christ so as to make 
that church ‘and those ordinances acceptable to or acknowledged by Him. 
Christ said that in the day of judgment many would come to Him and say, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name and in thy name done many 
wonderful works? He would disclaim any knowledge of them for they 
had acted without being called. He said to His disciples, oe have not 
chosen. me, but I have chosen you and ordained you.” Could or can 
any one of the founders of churches apply that remark to himself that 
Christ had chosen hin They have failed to state that such is the ase. 

Ia person wishes to establish an organization of any kind here on the 
earth he takes the steps to accomplish this. But what does he say of one 
who without consulting. him in any way, or obtaining the necessary per- 
mission, goes and passes himself off as a representative of the first! He 
would ‘be at least disolaimed and censured, if nothing worse. Is it to be 
— that Christ is any leas particular in having His organization and 
Himself represented? Reading of what Jesus and His followers did will 
not mpower a man to do the same, and they who undertake it will find 
themselves very much mistaken sooner or later. : 

Zhe Ohurch of Jesus Christ always has the same 6 
upon ibo earth. One who withdraws or is expelled from it, cannot act in 


His name. There is only one true Church and that is the one which holds, 
this authority, preaches His doctrines, performs. the ordinances as they 
were performed anciently, has the same manifestations of the Spirit of God 
‘Rot that perfect. organization which He left, and hence was not His Church 
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Tan Lancaster Standard of written’ tile 
by President Duckworth, of the Liverpool Conference, in answer to some 
charges that were previously published by that paper against the Latter- 
day Saints. The position of the Saints regardiug polygamy, the refutation — 
of the absurd Spaulding story theory as to the origin of the Book of Mor- 
mon, and the character of the Mormon people, are all handled in a clear 
and concise manner. The publishers have evidently allowed the letter to 
appear in their paper without change. We are pleased to see this disposi- 
tion of fairness and trust that readers of that journal who have not had 
access to literature printed by the Saints will be led to search for more 
facts.concerning the peculiar and unpopular. Mormons. The latter are 
most desirous to have an impartial, investigation of themselves and, their 
doctrines, and hence they are always glad when ® newspaper will divest 
itself of to ear 
its 


presence of the Turks in Europe. Nearly two thousand years ago the 
Chinese drove back some of the warlike tribes who had been living on 
their north-western frontier, and plundering their Empire. Among these 
Central Asia towards Europe. They had no settled: object’ in view, ‘for 
they were migratory by nature—that is; they did not cultivate: the land, 
but moved about from place to place with their flocks and herds, living in 
tents, feeding on game and what they took from the weaker tribes: they 
encountered as they traveled along. . 
of wer: But they were also robbers and barbarians. 1G tern 
This passage across Central Asia consumed ee 
tribes had not set out on a journey like regular travelers; they were 
merely wandering along like bands of — eee Often they 
stopped as long as eight or ten years in one place. 
Finally, about 1, 200 years ago, the Turkish — passed across 
Central Asia, appeared upon the confines of Christian civilization. All 
the western part of Asia was then highly civilised and filled with flourish- 
ing cities and towns. In fact, it was the richest and most highly cultiva- 
ted part of the world as it then existed.. Part of it had recently fallen 
under the dominion of Arabs, who had embraced’ Mahometanism with 
much geal and enthusiasm, but the remainder formed the backbone of 
the Byzantine Empire, the capital of which was mie ß 
greatest and richest city in the world. ns Kil 
Mahometanism 
of Central Asia, and as soon as the Turks became acquainted with the now 
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Accordingly they began a process which lasted for centaries—that is, to 
plunder the Christian inhabitants by means of sudden forays or raids. 
Mounted on swift horses, the Turks could gallop into a town, plunder it 
and be off again so fast that the Christian armies were never able to over- 
take them. They had no towns themselves; they lived ‘in the saddle or 
in the tent, and had nothing to lose, but everything to gain. 

Tou can easily see how destructive to the Christians such methods as 
these were. The Byzantine armies sought the Turks everywhere and 
nearly always beat them whenever they could force them to.a pitched 
battle. But nevertheless the Turks continued to gain, and the boundaries 
of the Christian lands began slowly to go back. The tales of the plunder 
gained caused more tribes to come out of Central Asia and join the Turks, 
who rapidly increased in numbers, power, and military organization. 
The Arabs who had founded the great Mahometan Empire deélined by 
and by and their empire broke in pieces. The Turks stepped in and took 
their place as the leaders of the Mahometan religion. The Turks were 
now aided by the Kurds and other warlike tribes in their forays upon the 
Christians. They had nothing to do but follow war, as they could live off 
the plunder they took. The Christians had to carry on trade, manufacture, 
and agriculture, in addition to defending themselves from the Mahometans. 
Nevertheless, the Byzantine Government made a most valiant effort to 
defend and retain Western Asia. Often and often- the Turks and Kards 

were defeated with great slaughter, but they came on again in increasing 
mum and slowly but surely ate their way into the Christian country. 
| Jerusalem, the Holy City, fell into their hands; amascus, the oldest 
Ging wey in the world, became their prey. Then they took ‘Antioch, 
which; next to Rome and Alexandria, had been the greatest city of the 


Roman Empire, and where many of the famous early councils of the : 


Christian Church had been held. In the course of about 400 years, they 
had taken nearly all of Western Asia and were pressing close to Constan- 
tinople. These Turks were known as the Seljukian Turks, from one of 
their great chiefs called Seljuk: This is a thing that you must remensber, | 
for the Seljakian Turks are not the Turks that we hear of today. 

Phe Turks had now become a great power and threatened to crush what — 
was left of the Byzantine Empire, when suddenly they were confronted by 
@ new and unexpected: force. This was the Crusades: When the news 
came to Europe that the famous Christian cities of Asia Minor and Syria, 
und especially Jerusalem, the Holy City, had fallen into the hands of the 
infidel Turks, it created the greatest consternation. A monk called Peter 
the Hermit, went nene the deliverance of Jerusalem from the 
hands of theinfidel. 

W men, women, and children, led by Peter the Hermit, 
started for Asia to rescue Jerusalem and the Holy Sepulchre. Vast 
numbers of them perished of hunger and cold on the way and the others 
were killed by the Turks. 
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French, Germans, and others joined in these. The Turks fought most 
desperately, for they have always been brave, and the climate of Western 
Asia aided them, but they could not withstand the steel-clad squadréns of 
Europe. They were confronted by men as brave as themselves and better 
armed. The slaughter in these wars was almost incredible. Neither side 
showed much mercy and sometimes as many as 50, 000 men were slain on 
a single battle-field. But the Turks were gradually driven back. Amid 
the rejoicings of all Christendom the Crusaders recovered: Jerusalem. 
They took it by storm and put all the Turks, men, women, and children; 
to the sword. They relate themselves that the blood ran a foot deep in 
the streets. The Christian kingdom of Jerusalem was organized and 
lasted about 150 years, But the Crusaders in time began to lose: their 
enthusiasm, and when they returned to Europe the Mahometans began to 
recover their lost ground. But the days of the Seljuk Turks were nam 
bered. They had sustained such enormous losses in the Crusades that 
their race was exhausted and began to disappear: It seemed as if Chris- 
tendom would now be freed from the Mahometan invasions, when suddenly 
a new. race of Turks arose. They were the Ottoman Turks, so called from 
Othman, their first great chief or Sultan. These are the Turks of to-day ! 
a kindred race to the Seljukian Turks of the earlier time. They had been 
an obscure little tribe in the mountains and nobody had paid much atten- 
tion to them, but under Othman they rose rapidly. Othman was succeeded — 
by a long line of great sultans, mn r 
in battle and shared all their hardships and dangers. if : 
The Ottoman Turks speedily became more 
than the Seljukian Turks had ever been. They also took the place of the 
Seljuks as the leaders of the Mahometan religion. The Ottomans gradu - 
ally took all Western Asia and then passed over into Europe in the four 
teenth century. They threatened Constantinople, which n =o 
city, but all that was left of the Byzantine Empire. ' 
Mahomet the Second was now Sultan — ths 
began to gather his forces to take Constantinople. The last Byzantine 
Emperor, Constantine Palaeologus, appealed to the European nations for 
help, but, owing chiefly to bitter religious quarrels, they did not respond: 
Mahomet. assaulted the city with 400,000 men. Constantine had only 
10000 or 26,000, but they fought most gallantly, and he and nearly all his 
men fell in the final assault. But the Turks a it 
has been their capital ever since. 1 Oi 
After this the Turks rapidly overran 
alarm even to. France and England, for they had become the greatest 
military power in the world. They occupied. Greece, Servia, Roumania, 
Bulgaria, large parts of what is now Southern Russia, and they ‘held 
Hungary for 200 years. They even twice besieged Vienna, the Austrian 
oapital, but that vas the culmination of their power. They were repulsed 
both times, and after their last defeat their military power began to decline. 
Now for about 200. years the Turkish Empire has been steadily decaying. 
The Turks are as brave as ever, but they know nothing about finances. 
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‘Nowadays nation must know how to pay, as well as to fight. Province 
after province has been lopped off their Empire, until but little has been 
left i in Europe or? North Africa, and even in Asia their territory is steadily 


The Turks have always been religious fanatics, and are nearly as much 
so as ever. It should be remembered that the Sultan of Turkey is also the 
head of the Mahometan religion — that is, he bears the same relation to 
Mahometans that the Pope does to y Catholics: This of course enormously 
increases his influence. 

The Turkish Empire is sure ‘ts pass away, . all ite lenis which were 
Christian once will become Christian again. But nations die slowly, and 
the jealousies of the European powers may yet keep the Bulson a long time 
at —— Would. 
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NEWS. 


Provo claims to have the first woman office-holder in the new State. One of the mem- 
bers of the Board of Education in that city resigned his position and ae 
filled by appointing Mrs, Cornelia Horne Clayton in his place. 

The Supreme Court decided that-the Probate Judges appointed by the United States 
Preaident{could not hold office under the State government. This will cut down the 
terms of several officers for periods varying from one to twelve months. — 

There is a probability that the Sanpéte Valley Railroad ne ee tom brood 
gauge and extended to the southern part of the State before many months. One of the 

states that the ties have been contracted for, and an order has been given for the 
steel rails. The Union Pacilic: Rallrend Qappanyis anid, to be af, the back of the schema, 
and there are also some English capitalists interested in it. eee 

Mr. J. E. Condict of New York visited the Twentieth Ward Sunday School 3 
weeks ago, and was shown the various departments by the superintendent. He became 
interested sufficiently to ask if the School would accept some Bibles, and on receiving an 
affirmative reply he wrote to the American Bible Society ordering fifty Bibles and fifty 

gerous donor. 
he Brigham” City" Tabernacle on the 
Sugday, February 9. A crowd of 2,000 or 3,000 people witnessed the conflagration, as 
been Of n on their way to the services which should have been 
lee Tho origin of the fire is unknown, but is supposed to be owing to 


* * 


n some time the machinery just sold has been idle, and it was 
thought better to dispose of it than to let it remain in this condition, The intention is 
to use the money obtained from the sale to purchase machinery and place it in the 
Provo Mills which will finer class of 


has been possible before. 
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